October 2éth, 1916 
Frofessor C. A. Chant, 


University of Toronto, 


Ae aly 
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Dear Professor Chant: 

Vany thanks for your kindnese in sending re 
the two copies of "The Jounral of the Royal “Aeteonorical Socisty". 
I will endeavour to glance through the pointe to which you refer, and 
at glad to have Professor Lowell's address, 

I congratulat# you on the appesrance of the 
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Yours sincerely, 
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fs you knov, there are two telephones in the Physics 
sede , ea eV ae Sa ark a Le ole. apes 
uiidinge. One is upsteirs at the end of a long corridor in the 


office of the Department of Physics. It is very inconvenient, both 


with resvect to location and to time consumed in reaching it from 


A aE A f . 4 44 ‘ ae aon eh ) e 2 wer ‘ - - do 4 c] 
my office. The other telephone is down in the basement. This is 


on is in a very noisy 
v eo 


work requires a consicerable use of the telephone. 
I have to arrange from day to day with my 
assistant at the Meteorological Office regarding observations 
mede there by ths students. But besides [I have to answer and to 


make numerous calls carrying on my work. 
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fhe value of the time lost through the present in- 
convonient arrangement is altogether beyond the cost of the 
installation asked fox, which I understand would be $22 a year. 


Very sincerely yours 
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The Royal Astronomical $% of Canada. 
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Dominion Government made an annual 4/re-*+ 
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ievoted to the edvancement of science in Canaés. The Journal has been 


published ever since and hes been a distinguished success. It is the 
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only purely scientific journal published in | 
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abroad. While an account of the work done in ovr Dominion Observatory 
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mey be Printed In Ywovernment reports, ail nay 16. Oc. Peneres 4 
4s presented in a less techriceal form in the dournel. in which hav 
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appeared also original ntripntions relating to science 
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uages of those countries. There is hardly a lesrned society or importe.- 
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Journal of the Royal Astronomical Society of Can 
It is not too much to suggest that the 

the Royel Astronomical Society is doing as 

the Dominion to give Canada her rightful 

terhood of nations. This service i8 made possibl 


society for the Those who have 4 
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Astronomical Association, 
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much as any other agency in 


place in the scientific sis-~ 


a int to the 


the 


ory & 


of the sitnation and 


are therefore in a position to form a just opinion, believe that no 
public mor brin ore substantial returns both to the honour md the 
internationsl repute of our, Dominion. 

The Seciety is national in the broadest sense. Of the 500 mem 
bers (located in Halifex, Montreal, Ottawe, Toronto, Wi Rerina, 
Yictoria. and other centres) over fifty are in oversess service, and 
some have fallen. Several of the general officers are in khaki. The 
Society has suppliet telescopes to Canadian troops et the front, and 
usefulness has been recognised and acknowledged in a letter from Col. 
Lockhart Gordon, dated "Somewhere in France”. 

in iew of th + facta, the dismay of the scLlety will be 
appreciated when notification was received from the Dominion Depart- 
ment of Finance that the usual grant of $2000 would not appear in the 
Estimates for the year 1917-18. The reason given is a desire to econ- 
omise for the better prosecution of the war. 

We believe that the Society is furthering Same aims and 
ideals as those for which the Empire is contending on the great battle- 
fields of the world. Any action which would prevent the publication of 
the Journal ld, we feel, stultify the commendeble action of the 
GOV er nemnt they have created et a greet prospective cost a 


Commission whose concern is with matters of re 


in relation to scientific 


AN 


The suppression of the Society's pt even 
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yearwould permit our enemies permanently to impair if not destroy what- 
ever scientific prestige our Dominion has heretofore achieved. The 
great scientists of the United States and other neutral nations will 
conclude that we are nearing bankruptcy if a practical science, suct 

as Astronomy now is, is to be crippied in this way. 

Our boys in their maze of trenches have often no other means 
of determining relative positions than by recognition of femiliar stars 
Hundreds of lives have been lost to our Smpire becanse her sons marched 
in a wrong direction when the recognition of a star would have saved 
them. In view of many such facts, any contention that Astronomy is 
not a practical science is absurd. 

We feel sure that the elimination of the grant to the Society 
will not meet with your approval. We urge you, therefore, to use every 
possible influence properly to secure its reinstatement in the Esti- 
mates. 

(Signed) Albert D.Watson, 
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J.R.Collins, 


General Secretary. 
CG athe Chant 9 
Editor and Past Pr 


Toronto, 


January £0, 1917 


